Chlamydia pneumoniae and cardiovascular disease: current status.
Chlamydia pneumoniae is a recently discovered respiratory pathogen that has been found in a large (> 50) percentage of atherosclerotic plaques, aortic aneuryms and astenotic aortic valves. It is also found in Alzheimer plaques. C. pneumoniae should not be confused with chlamydia trachomatis, which is the cause of primarily a sexually transmitted disease. This article reviews the transmission and proliferation of C. pneumoniae and discusses its role in cardiovascular disease.